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e Chapter 371 of the Acts of 2012 requires new

training and certification for surgical technologists
hired after July 1, 2013.

e Proposed amendments add three new definitions
and require covered surgical technologists to
maintain a certified surgical technologist credential
or alternative qualification.

e Proposed amendments incorporate statutory
language.
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Surgical technologist, any person who provides surgical
technology services who is not licensed or registered
under M.G.L. c. 112, §§ 2, 16, 74 or 74A, or who is
not an intern, resident, fellow or medical officer who
conducts or assists with the performance of surgery.

— Allows physicians in training to perform surgical
technology without obtaining a credential.

— Licensed nurses and health care providers can also

perform surgical technology within the scope of their
license.
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e Hospitals and clinics may not employ or otherwise retain the services of any
person to perform surgical technology tasks or functions unless such person:

— Has completed an accredited educational program for surgical technologists; or

— Has completed an accredited program of surgical technology but has not, as of the
date of hire, obtained the certification, provided that the certification is obtained
within 12 months of graduation;

— Was employed as a surgical technologist in a surgical facility on or before July 1,
2013; or

— Has completed a training program for surgical technology in the Army, Navy, Air
Force, Marine Corps or Coast Guard of the United States or in the United States
Public Health Service; or

— Is performing surgical technology in the service of the federal government.
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e DPH can waive this regulation if, after a good
faith effort, the facility was unable to employ
enough certified individuals to meet its needs.

e DPH will consult with an advisory committee
of clinicians to determine waiver criteria.
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e DPH will hold a Public Hearing in September
of 2013

e The statute gives the Commissioner authority
to promulgate these regulations directly

Slide 10



	Slide Number 1
	Agenda
	Slide Number 3
	Background
	Slide Number 5
	Definitions
	Proposed Amendments
	Proposed Amendments
	Slide Number 9
	Next Steps

