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Challenges

e WNV and EEE are both occurring in an
evolving environment

e Current surveillance system is robust but
doesn’t cover all areas of potential concern

e DPH arbovirus infrastructure flexible and
responsive to emergencies

— Insufficient to provide routine surveillance in all
areas at risk

— Diverts resources from other areas



2013 Response to Changes
Observed in 2012

e MDPH response

Additional trapping in high risk area, not
covered by traditional surveillance system

Required diversion of resources
Additional samples tested by laboratory
Supplemental funding received

Effort unsustainable without ongoing
support, to include infrastructure

Risk assessment difficult due to lack of
knowledge of historical patterns in the
area

Current EEE Risk Level
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Moderate
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More Challenges

e Local jurisdictions interested in surveillance
— Not all have access to MCPs
— Not all can afford MCP services

— How to integrate results from a private contractor
into our system?

— What is appropriate response to high risk in an
area without MCP services?



And Even More Challenges

e High risk EEE situations

— Ongoing controversy between aerial spray
supporters and environmental advocates

— Expensive and somewhat inflexible tool

— Activity curtailment interference with athletic
groups
e Contrary to DPH goal of obesity reduction



And so on....

e Risk of introduction of chikungunya

e Question of importance of Jamestown Canyon
VIrus

* Need to monitor for emergence of non-native
mosquito populations (Aedes albopictus)



Governor Patrick’s FY’15 Climate Change
Mitigation and Preparedness Initiative

The Governor has proposed a wide-reaching climate change
initiative as part of his FY’15 (House 2) budget

Proposal includes specific efforts to reduce the impact of
global warming and related climate change on state
infrastructures, environments, and public safety caused by
storms, floods, and rising sea levels

Proposed investments to reduce public health impacts caused
by high temperatures, degraded air and water quality,
extreme weather events, and the risk of food-borne and
vector-borne illnesses

These proposals may enable DPH to expand its mosquito
surveillance and testing activities and better evaluate
arbovirus risk in coming seasons
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