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Healthy Start Program:
Historical Overview

* The statute authorizing the Healthy Start Program was enacted in
1986, which assigned the program to the Department of Public
Health (DPH)

* The Program was designed to lower infant mortality rates by
enrolling eligible low income women in early, continuous,
comprehensive maternity care, and was administered by the Bureau
of Family and Community Health within DPH

* DPH operated the Program until 2003, at which time the statute
authorizing operation by DPH was repealed and the program was
moved to MassHealth.




Summary of Current Regulation

105 CMR 230.000 sets standards for eligibility for the
Healthy Start Program, the duration and scope of benefits,
and procedures for appealing the denial of benefits.
Among the provisions of 105 CMR 230.000 are
requirements for:

The application process for Healthy Start Benefits;

Benefits eligibility;

Duration of benefits;

Reimbursement of services;

Standards of care for delivery of services; and

The client appeals process.




Reasons for Proposed Rescission

* The statute authorizing DPH’s operation of the
Program, M.G.L. c. 111, section 24DS, was repealed
in 2003 by St. 2003, c. 26 section 300.

* During the same year, the Healthy Start Program
moved to MassHealth for operation.




