Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Department of Public Health

Helping People Lead Healthy Lives In Healthy Communities

Prescription Monitoring Program
Final Regulation Presentation

Eric Sheehan, JD, Interim Director
Bureau of Health Care Safety and Quality

Lauren B. Nelson, Esq.
Director of Policy and Quality Improvement
Bureau of Health Care Safety and Quality

Public Health Council
October 21, 2015



 \ Governor Baker’s
{‘é Commonwealth of Massachusetts
NN\

A AyDeportment of Public Health OpIOId Working Group:

PMP Mandate

On June 11, 2015, the Governor released the recommendations of
his Opioid Working Group to combat the growing opioid addiction
epidemic.

One of the 65 actionable steps recommended by the group was to
reduce the required time for pharmacies to report prescription
drug information to the MA Online Prescription Monitoring
Program (PMP) from at least once every 7 days to at least once
every 24 hours.

Language was included in the FY16 General Appropriation Act
(GAA) to codify this recommendation.
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On August 12, 2015, the Department proposed amendments to fulfill the
statutory mandate in Section 89 of the FY16 GAA by:

e Reducing the required time to report the dispensing of controlled
substances in Schedules Il through V to the MA Online PMP from at
least once every 7 days to at least once every 24 hours; and

e Ensuring timely reporting of the dispensing of controlled substances
to the MA Online PMP, by the end of each business day, within the
operational constraints of pharmacies in Massachusetts, some of
which are not open 7 days per week.
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Amendment

* Currently, under 105 CMR 700.012, pharmacies must submit 16 points of
information at least once every seven days and no later than ten days
after dispensing.

e Pursuant to section 89 of the FY16 GAA, the proposed regulatory
amendment requires pharmacies to report to the Department all
controlled substances dispensed since the previous transmission, by the
end of each business day.

e The Department proposed that the regulation be redrafted as follows:

700.012: Prescription Monitoring Program

(A) Pharmacy Reporting Requirements.
(5) The information required by 105 CMR 700.012 shall be transmitted to the Department

or its agent in accordance with any procedures established by the Commissioner or
designee by the end of the next business day and shall include data for all controlled

substances dispensed since the previous transmission or report atleast-ence-every-seven
days-and-nolaterthanten-daysafter-dispensing, or as otherwise specified in guidelines of

the Department, by use of encrypted electronic device or electronic transmission method
in a format approved by the Commissioner or designee. Slide 4
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The Department invited public comment and held a
public hearing on September 18, 2015.

e No one testified at the public hearing.

e The Department received written comments from the following:
— Massachusetts Hospital Association (MHA).
— State Representative Thomas A. Golden, Jr. of Lowell

e Both MHA and Rep. Golden support the intent and the
particular form of the proposed amendment.

Today, the Department presents the amendment,

unchanged since its proposal in August, for your approval

and vote. Slide 5
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e Thank you for the opportunity to present this information today.

e For more information on reporting requirements of the Prescription
Monitoring Program, please find the relevant statutory language and the
full current regulation here:

https://malegislature.gov/Budget/CurrentBudget
http://www.mass.gov/eohhs/docs/dph/regs/105cmr700.pdf

Please direct any questions to:
Jonathan Mundy, Director
Office of Prescription Monitoring and Drug Control
Bureau of Health Care Safety and Quality
jonathan.mundy@state.ma.us
617-753-8062
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