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e 105 CMR 921.000 requires that any non-
married patients admitted to DPH-operated
hospitals who are involved in relationships of
mutual support be afforded the same
visitation rights as other hospital patients.

e When promulgated in 1992, the regulation
primarily focused on same sex relationships
that under then existing law did not extend
visitation rights to same sex couples.
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 Changes in federal law now insure that all hospitals
participating in Medicaid or Medicare respect the rights
of patients to designate visitors, including but not
limited to a spouse, a domestic partner (including same
sex), family members, and friends.

— Visitors cannot be restricted or denied visitation
based on age, race, color, national origin, religion,

gender, gender identity, gender expression, sexual
orientation or disability.
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e This change in federal law eliminates the need
for 105 CMR 921.000, since all DPH-operated

hospitals participate in Medicaid and
Medicare.

e Additionally, the DPH hospital licensure
regulation, 105 CMR 130.000, requires all
hospitals to meet CMS Conditions of
Participation.

— As such, all hospitals in Massachusetts are
required to meet this visitation standard.
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* Following initial presentation before Public Health

Council, a public hearing and comment period will
be held.

e Approval of the proposed rescission, along with a
review of public comments, would be requested
at a subsequent meeting of the Public Health
Council.

 Pending final approval, this regulation would be
rescinded.
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