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* The regulation, 105 CMR 153.000, Licensure Procedure and Suitability
Requirements for Long-Term Care Facilities, sets forth the licensure
procedures and suitability requirements for long-term care facilities,
including nursing homes and rest homes.

e This regulation ensures that residents of long-term care facilities are
provided with a high quality of care, through industry standardization,
and strong consumer protection and health care safety.

* These amendments are proposed as part of the regulatory review
process, mandated by Executive Order 562, which requires all state
agencies to undertake a review of each and every regulation under its
jurisdiction currently published in the Code of Massachusetts
Regulations.
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The proposed amendments will achieve the following:

e Remove outdated or conflicting provisions and unnecessary
language;

e Eliminate unnecessary administrative burdens and improve
efficiencies;

e Consolidate provisions to provide consistency and clarity on
orders freezing new admissions; and

e Align resident notification processes for greater clarity.
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Administrative Efficiencies

Current Regulation:

* Requires applications be notarized; expired licenses be mailed back to
DPH; and an attestation form be submitted to DPH in addition to an actual
copy of a published notice.

Proposed Amendment:

e Eliminates unnecessary administrative burdens.

e Allows for the filing of a license application prior to the expiration of the 90
day suitability review period so as to allow for concurrent review by DPH.

Rationale:

 Improves efficiencies for regulated parties.
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N\B Freeze on New Admissions

Current Regulation:

e Prohibits a long-term care facility from admitting residents if the Commissioner
determines that the facility has not substantially complied with applicable
licensure regulations or has initiated termination.

Proposed Amendment:

e Provides consistency by combining two sections into one section on limiting
admissions.

e |dentifies the specific regulations and statutory sections that may result in DPH
imposing a freeze.

e C(larifies that, in the event of a jeopardy determination, a freeze may be imposed
immediately.

Rationale:

e Provides consistency and clarity for regulated parties.
e Eliminates confusion and provides efficiency through consolidation.
e Aligns licensure remedy with CMS sanctions.
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Nag Resident Notification

Current Regulation:

e Requires DPH to notify residents in a license revocation
action.

Proposed Amendment:

e Requires the facility to notify its own residents in a license
revocation action.

Rationale:

e Aligns with current requirements in the case of a voluntary
closure or change of ownership.
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e The Department intends to conduct a public hearing to
solicit comments on the proposed amendment.

e Following the public comment period, the Department will
return to the Public Health Council to report on testimony
and any recommended changes to this amendment, and
seek final promulgation.
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e Thank you for the opportunity to present this information
today.

e For more information on 105 CMR 153, Licensure Procedure
and Suitability Requirements for Long-Term Care Facilities,
please find the relevant statutory language (M.G.L. c. 111,

§ 3, 71 through 73B) and the full current regulation here:
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