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Review: Background and Reasons to Amend

 An informational briefing was provided to the Public Health Council on
March 9, 2016 on the proposed amendments to 105 CMR 220.000 -
Immunization of Students Before Admission to School.

« 105 CMR 220.000 specifies minimum requirements for immunization
before admission to school.

- Since 1995 the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDCQ),
American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP), and American Academy of Family
Physicians (AAFP) has endorsed and released an annual childhood
immunization schedule.

 An annual update to the schedule was important because of changes that
providers needed to know (detailed information about who should receive
each vaccine, age(s) of receipt, number of doses, time between doses, or
use of combination vaccines)

« New vaccines are also added.



-
Reasons to Amend

- This regulation was promulgated prior to 1978, and last
updated in 2010.

« The proposed amendments reflect the ongoing
modifications made to the annual childhood
immunization schedule.

- The proposed amendments present a standard
framework for admission to school for certain pre-
schools, elementary school, middle school, high school,
and post-secondary institutions, while allowing for
immunization schedules and Department immunization
guidelines to be updated as needed without yearly
regulatory revisions.



e
Proposed Amendments

« The proposed amendments to this regulation were presented
to the Public Health Council members on March 9, 2016.

- These proposed amendments remove the specific lists of
required vaccines and required doses and present a standard
framework for admission to public and private schools.

» This allows for ongoing modifications to immunization
schedules and the Department’s immunization guidelines
without yearly regulatory revisions.

e This insures that the most current immunization schedules and
guidelines are readily available on the Department’s
Immunization Program’s website.



Public Comment

« A public hearing was held on April 29, 2016
- The comment period was open until May 2, 2016.

« Written testimony was submitted by the MA Chapter of
the American Academy of Pediatrics, the National
Meningitis Association and manufacturers
GlaxoSmithKline and Sanofi Pasteur. One individual
testified in person, but did not submit testimony in
writing.

- Comments received, along with responses from the
BIDLS Immunization Program, is summarized in the
following chart:



Summary of Public Comments

Overall support MA Chapter of the N/A
American
Academy of
Pediatrics;
GlaxoSmithKline;
Sanofi Pasteur

Support of 220.700(B) language for GlaxoSmithKline N/A
students to receive detailed information
on risks of meningococcal disease and

vaccines

Inclusion of language in 220.600(A) to be  GlaxoSmithKline Language will be added to section 220.600(A) to be
consistent with language in section consistent section 220.500(A) of the regulatory
220.500(A) in terms of recommendations text: “...developed in accordance with the

from federal committees and agencies. recommendations of the Advisory Committee on

Immunization Practices of the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, or any successor
committee serving a comparable function.”



Summary of Public Comments cont.

Inclusion of very specific language in  GlaxoSmithKline The proposed amendments specifically remove

certain sections for students to National Meningitis detailed language regarding vaccines, ages, and
receive a particular immunization at  Association dosages and establish a standard framework for
a specified age. Sanofi Pasteur required immunizations for admission to school,

while allowing for the Department'’s
immunization guidelines to be updated as needed
without yearly regulatory revisions.

Request the Department Sanofi Pasteur ACIP recommendations are made several times a
automatically incorporate new year. Updating school entry requirements several
school immunization requirements times a year and in the middle of a school year
from ACIP into the Department'’s would be too burdensome to implement for
recommended immunization school districts and defeats the purpose of the
schedule. amendments to specifically remove detailed

language regarding vaccines, ages, and dosages
and establish a standard framework for required
immunizations for admission to school, while
allowing for the Department’s immunization
guidelines to be updated as needed without
yearly regulatory revisions.



Further Internal Review
by the Immunization Program

- Additional review by the Immunization Program has

led to the following suggested revisions:

» Retain the definition of student with revisions in 220.400 to
reflect new terms added in the definition section.

- Remove text in section 220.500(A) so no potential for
conflict exists in reading/interpreting the regulatory
language (existing term “appropriate documentation”
covers the requirement).

« Revise text in 220.600(D), so the wording refers to criteria in
220.500(C).

« Addition of text in 220.700(C)(1) and (2) to be consistent
with 220.700(C)(3).



-]
Conclusion

e The Immunization Program acknowledges
the concerns raised by the commenters and
has determined that only minor additional
changes to the requlations are indicated.

e The Immunization Program requests that the
Public Health Council approve the proposed
amendments to the regulations as proposed.



