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• The purpose of this presentation is to request final promulgation by the Public 
Health Council of the proposed amendments to 105 CMR 205.000: Minimum 
Standards Governing Medical Records and the Conduct of Physical 
Examinations in Correctional Facilities.

• This regulation establishes specific standards for:

• Immediate admission health screenings for all inmates;
• Timing and conduct of physical examinations (PE) including the types of 

equipment used, areas of inquiry, observation, physical inspection and 
required diagnostic tests; and 

• Content, storage and retention of  inmate medical records.

Overview

Medical Records-Physical Examinations in Correctional Facilities



• On December 14, 2016, DPH staff presented the proposed 
amendments to the PHC.  In summary, the proposed amendments:

• clarify medical providers’ roles and responsibilities by adding a 
definition for “health services staff”;

• eliminate requirement to use only Department-approved medical 
record forms; 

• update physical examinations and diagnostic testing 
requirements; and

• amend the retention period for medical records to conform to 
state law.

Proposed Revisions to the Regulations 



• During the public comment period, including the public hearing 
on January 30, 2017, the Department received comments from 
two physicians: 

• the Statewide Medical Director for Massachusetts 
Partnership for Correctional Healthcare (MPCH),  and 

• a MPCH physician currently working at MCI-Concord, a 
medium security (male) correctional facility. 

Public Hearing –Public Comments  



• Commenters:

 expressed  strong  support for the proposed amendments, noting 
that the standards give correctional medical providers necessary 
flexibility to respond to changes in evidence-based medicine 
when assessing and treating incarcerated patients; and 

 requested that the Department consider deleting the requirement 
that each intake physical examination include a complete blood 
count (CBC). 

• No further changes were made in response to comments. 

 While the CBC may have a limited yield as a screening test in 
general medical care, it can be useful for individuals being 
admitted to jails and prisons who may not have access to or 
receive regular medical care in the community.

Review of Public Comments



• Staff requests the Public Health Council approve the proposed 
regulation for promulgation.

• Following  Public Health Council approval, the Department will 
file the amended regulation with the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth for final promulgation.   

Next Steps



Questions?


