
Opioid-related overdose deaths declined by an estimated 
10% in the first nine months of 2017 compared to the first 
nine months of 2016
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Figure 1. Opioid1‐Related Deaths, All Intents by Month
Massachusetts Residents: January 2016 ‐ September 2017
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Opioid Related Overdose Deaths and Death Rates
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Figure 2. Opioid1‐Related Deaths, All Intents
Massachusetts Residents: 2000 ‐ 2016
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Figure 3. Rate of Opioid1‐Related Deaths, All Intents  
Massachusetts Residents: 2000‐2016



Opioid Overdose Death Rates by County

2011 - 2013 2014 - 2016vs. 



The age-adjusted opioid-related overdose death rate 
for Hispanics doubled in three years (2014-2016)



Prescription Monitoring Program – Data Trends
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Figure 1. Schedule II Opioid Prescriptions and MassPAT1 Search Activity2 Trends
MA: 2015  ‐ Q3 2017

Total Schedule II Opioid Prescriptions Number of Searches by Prescribers and Pharmacists

1 MassPAT is the Massachusetts Prescription Awareness Tool (Online PMP)
2 Search activity includes prescribers, delegates, and pharmacists registered in MassPAT and  in the previous MA Online PMP system
3 Pharmacies required to report daily
4 STEP bi l l signed into law (7‐day supply requirements go into effect)
5 MA prescribers required to look up patient when prescribing a  Schedule I I or I II opioid medication

Dec  7, 20153 Mar 15, 20164

Mass PAT GoLive
Aug 22, 2016

Oct 15, 20165


