
Opioid-related overdose deaths declined by an estimated 
8.3 percent in 2017 compared to 2016
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Figure 1. Opioid1‐Related Deaths, All Intents by Month
Massachusetts Residents: January 2016 ‐ December 2017
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Opioid Related Overdose Deaths and Death Rates
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Figure 2. Opioid1‐Related Deaths, All Intents
Massachusetts Residents: 2000 ‐ 2017
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Figure 3. Rate of Opioid1‐Related Deaths, All Intents  
Massachusetts Residents: 2000‐2017



The rate of fentanyl present in the toxicology of opioid-related 
overdose deaths continues to rise, reaching 83 percent this year, 
while the rate of prescription opioids and heroin present in opioid-
related overdose deaths continues to decline
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Figure 4. Percent of Opioid Deaths with Specific Drugs Present
MA: 2014‐2017
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Opioid Overdose Death Rates by County
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The age-adjusted opioid-related overdose death rate for 
Hispanics doubled over a three-year period (2014-2016)



EMS incidents Involving Naloxone Administration
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Figure 2: Count of All EMS Incidents Involving 
Naloxone Administration, MA: 2013‐Q3 2017



The rate of individuals with activity of concern decreased by 56 
percent from 14.3 to 6.3 per 1,000 individuals between 2013 and 2017


